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Ateekly Memorials 


INGENIOUS: 


An Account of Books lately fet forth in feveral Languages, 
Withother Accounts relating to Arts and Sciences. 





Munday, Fuly 24. 1682. 





From the Fournal des Scavans, fet forth Fuly the zorh. 
1682. N.S. 


Differtatio Apacs Jen de Ganfulibus Cafareis, Aut. R. P. 
Ant. Pagi Ord. Minorum Convent. S. Franc. Doét. Theol. 
Jn 4to, Lugduni, 1682. 


He great light which the knowledge of the Fa/ti 
Confulares may give for the right underftanding 


of Hiftory and Chronology , hath obliged many 
learned Men to undertake the explaining of it by the help 
of Infcriptions and feveral other Monuments of Antiquity. 
Although great Difcoveries might be further made herein 
out of the Confulates of the Emperours, yet none have 
hitherto thought on this way ; becaufe the imagination 
with which they have been always poflefs'd, that thefe 
Princes did not take upon them the Colelate but accord- 
ing to their own caprice, hath hinder’d them from fearch- 
ing into the reafons of their conduct therein. But this 
Author knowing how fcrupulous the Romans were in de- 
termining the days wherein they intended to perform any 
remarkable A@tion, and confidering alfo ( according fe 
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the obfervation of F. Sirmond) that they never fail’d. to 
enter upon the Confulate onthe Kalends of Fanuary next 
enfuing their promotion tothe Empire, is of opinion that 
they could never have made choice of one Year more than 
another, or three times rather than five, without fome 
myftical meaning. This is that which hath engaged him 
to enquire into the Reafons. | 
To this end he hath laid down Six Maxims, or Rules, 
(as he calls them) whereby he maintains, 1/7. That the 
Emperours took upon themthe Coufu/ate in the beginning 
of their Empire, as we have before obferv’d. 2. In.the 
Years wherein they celebrated their Quinquennalia, Vicen- 
nalia, and fuch like Ceremonies. 3. To beCollegues as 
well to their Children, after they had declared them Ce- 
fars or Aflociats of the Empire, as to cther Emperours, 
alter Marcus Aurelius had multiply’d them, and particular- 
ly after the Eaffern and Weftern Divifion of the Empire. 
4. Uponthe undertaking of any confiderable War. 5. In 
the Years wherein they triumph’d. And laftly, in thofe 
wherein they celebrated theS@tular Games, or performed 
any famous or noble Aétion: And by the means of thefe 
Six Rules he undertakes to illuftrate Hiftory, till the time 
that theEmperour Fujtinus Funior, reunited the Confulate 
to the Empire, and fo made it perpetual. - 
Having eftablifh’d thefé Maxims, he divides his Wiprk 
into three Parts : Inthe frft he treats of the deputed-and 
Jubftituted Confulates of the Emperours, and fhews that 
their Confulate had this particular advantage above that 
which was granted to private perfons, that in-the Inferip- 
tions, Medals, and Roman Hifforiads it is often exprefs 
without the term deputed ; which Learned Men not taking 
notice of , have often confounded Hiftory, when they 
thought to have explain‘d it, 
In the fecond Part, which is the chief of ‘this Work, he 
teaches the Ufe of thefe Rules; For example, The contra- 
_niety of the Opinions of Ex/ebius and Herodian about the 
Year wherein the Emperour Alexander Severus wag’'d 
War againft the Perfians, and triumph’d at Rome ina 


Chariot. 
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Chariot drawn by Elephants, which one Places at the be- 
ginning , and the other in the Thirteenth Year of the 
Reign of that Emperour, hath hitherto caufed different 
judgments amongft the Learned : And they have found ao 
lefs difficulty to. determin the contradiction of Herodian, 
who faith that that Emperour Reign’d but Fourteen Years, 
( which is moft certain ) that he began not the War 
againft the Perfians, tillafter the Thirteenth Year of his 
Reign, and that he lived three or four Years longer at eafe 
after that was ended. By the help ot thefe Rules this 
Author folves all thefe difficulties ; for according to his 
Method, he maintains that Alexander Severus could not 
have entred on his third Confu/ate in the Year 22g, but on 
the occafion of that War or the Triumph that follow’d it. 
In effect after having examined the Life of this Emperour, 
related by different Authors , he faith that he finds that 
that War was inthe Year 228, and the Triumph in the 
Year 229; and laftly, that the contradiction of Herodiax 
muft have happen’d from the miftake of the Tranfcri- 
bers, who have put Thirteen inftead of Seven. 

Neither is it agreed on whether the Emperour Philippus 
celebrated the MiZenary of the City of Rome in the 
Year 247, orthe Year following ; but our Author de- 
cides this doubt by the fecond Confulate of this Empe- 
rour, on which (he affirms) he could not have entred 
in the Year 247, but for that purpofe ; for he took 
not upon him the third Confulate in the next Year, 
but for the more pompous celebration of his Quinguen- 
nalia. 

In the third Part he ranks the perpetual Confulates of 
the Eaffern Emperours which compofe the Faffi Byzax- 
tint. He fhews that they began in the Year of our Lord 
567, and ended inthe Year 668, with the laft Year ofthe 

rour Conjtans, Grand-fon of. Heraclius. He fhews 
afterwards that Conffantinus Pogonatus , Succeflour to 
Conftans, introduced a new Form of the Fa/ti; That the 
Chronologers not perceiving this change, is the caufe that 
they havenot made ufe-of the Fa/ti Byzantini, in which 
Ee2 they 
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chey are very much deceived: For Conftantinus Pogonatus 
order’d that the Consulate fhould be infeparable from the 
Empire, and that they should reckon reciprocally as many 
years from the Con/u/ate as fromthe Empire, which lafted 
tillthe time of Conffantinus coterie ¢ » who abro- 
gated the perpetual Confulate. roves his. Aflertions 
by the Dates of the Imperial Conftitutions, and thofe of 
the Councels. He adds moreover, that in thisForm of 
Government the Empire and theConfulate were united fo. 
ftreightly, that the Emprefs rene took upon her the Con- 
fulate when fhe. was Regent. Laftly he thews how the 
French Emperoars, thofe of Jtaly and the Saracen-Princes 
that commanded in Spain having taken upon them the Coa- 
fulate as the Emperours of Conftantinople , defpifed this. 
Title and quitted it, as being grown too common, fo that 
ir remain’d only amongft the Magiftrates of Cities and 
certain other Officers: this happen’d about the Year 


goo. 
We hall referve for another Memorial that which this. 
Author serene tang Decennalia, which.confirms. 


the fecond Rule which he hath given for the Confulates of 
the Emperours, and isa principal part of his Treatife, be- 
caufe the Remarks therein contained are-very ufeful for Az- 
ftory and Chronology. 





Ammiani Marcellini Rerum geftarum qui de XX XI. fuper- 
funt, Libri XVII]. Ope MSS. Codicam emendati ab 
Henrico Valefio, & auctioribus adnotationibus illaftrae 
ti, Sc. Editio pofterior, cwi Hadrianus Valefius, Hi/fo- 
riographus Regius, F Lindenbrogii, J. C. in eundem Hi- 
Storicum, Ampliores Obfervationes © Collefanea varia- 
rum Lettionum adjecit,@c. in Fol. Parifiis, 1681. | 

io Be give aright judgment of. the Excellency of this 

- Work, one fhould know the Merit'of the Author, 
and the Learning of thofe who-have taken: pains in this 

Hiftory. : 

Ammianus. Marcellinus was a Native of Awtioch, and 
according to allappearance, of good Birth. Afterhavi 
ferved. 
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- ferved a long time in the Armies, under the Emperours 
Conftantius,Sonof Conftantine, Fulian and fovian, being 
retired to Rome for fome particular difguft which he had 
received in his own Country, he undertook the writing of 
the Roman Hiftory. WHebegan his'Hiftory where Zacztus 
ended, and colleéted into 31 Books whatfoever was re- 
markable from the Death of Domitian, and the beginning 
of the Reign of Nerva, to the Death of Valens. 
_ The Thirteen firft Books of this Hiftory, which con- 
tained the ACtions of almoft Thirty Emperours, and what- 
foever hapned which was worthy of remark for259 Years, 
from the time of Nerva even to:Conftantius and the Death 
of Magnentius, are not yet.come to our hands, but thofe 
Eighteen Books which we have,do abundantly fatistie for 
that lofs ; becaufe they are the beft, the moft noble, and 
the = part of this Hiftory. 7 
There it ts'that Ammianus has employed all his Wit and 
Eloquence to reprefent the Actions both in Peace and War 
of Conftantius, Fulian, Fovian, Valentinian, Valens, Gra- 
tian, and all thofewho had a fhare in the Government. 
Nothing more exa€t, nothing more fincere than what he 
hath written. We fhould know almoft nothing of the 
Reign of thefe fix Emperours without the Books of 4m- 
mianus. He is the only Hiftorian who hath treated at 
large of that which others have either flightly taken no- 
tice of, or altogether omitted: For not to fpeak of Awre- 
lius Vitter, of Eutropius, and Oroftus himfelf, who are 
rather Abbreviators of Hiftory than Hiftorians: Zofimus 
and Zonaras who have written more largely than the three 
others, donot come near to Ammianus, and have made as 
it were but an Epitome of him. Befides hehath this ad- 
vantage over them that the Affairs he treats of in his time 
he hath very often feen,and been employed in them.So that 
we need not wonder if his Defcription of the War which 
Julian made againft the Perfians doth very much furpafs 
in Neatnefs, Exactnefs and Largenefs, that which Zofmus 
hath left: us, becaufe our Author affifted in it in Perfon. 
The very manner whereby he defcribes the Battles, the 
Sieges, 
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Sieges, the Sallies of the Befieged, the Affaults and At- - 
tacks of the Befiegers , fufficiently witnefs that he very 
well underftood his Bufinefs. Ina word, like one univer- 
fally Learned, he omits nothing in his Hiftory. 

The Jtalians, the French, the Germans, and the moft 
famous People of all Europe have very carefully kept Am- 
mianus Marcellinus in Manufcripts, and preferv’d him in 
their Libraries. No Book hath oftner been Printed: In 
the Year 1474 the firft Edition of it came forth at Rome, 
by A. Sabinus, Poet Laureate; a little after there was 
another put forth at Bo/oznia, afterwards by Fob. Frobenias, 
at Ba/il; then in one and the fame Year came forth two 
Editions,one by Accurfius, augmented with five Books, and 
another by Aiieron. Frobenius. Thirteen Years after was a- 
nother of Frodenius,at Bafil,with theAddition of one Book : 
It is needlefs to reckon up the feveral Editions of R. and 
HH. Stephens at Paris, of SebaftianGryphius at Lyons, and 
others in other places. Lindenbrogius aLawyer of Ham- 
ourg, was the firft who writ Obfervations upon the moft 
difficult places of this Author ; after him Afenricus Vale- 
fius, (a Man perfectly Learned in allg@athors both Greek 
and Latin, and efpecially in the. ledge of _— 
Printed Ammianus at Paris, ia 1636, during the 
of Lindenbrogius , with an infinite number of Learned 
Notes and Correétions. He fearched into the moft anci- 
ent Editions, (which we ought to efteem like thofe Manu- 
{cripts from whence they are taken) and compared them 
with the beft Manufcripts, tomake his Hiftorian as much 
as could be, correct and amended. His Work was very much 
approved, and it was the general Opinion that the Roman 
Antiquities, the Laws, Cuftoms, and Offices of the Em- 
perors Court, the Civil and Military Employs were never 
better, nor fo clearly explained. 

Afterwards, for Forty Yearstogether, whatever he met 
with in his Studies, relating to Ammianus, he carefully 
noted; and thofe Netes and Obfervations are now added 
in this Edition. 


The 
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The Corrections he hath made are fo many, that the 
Publick will be for ever obliged to him. For Example, 
in the Fifteenth Book, Ammianus {peaking of the Rhone, 
when it comes out of the Lake of Geweva, where the Ma- 
nufcripts have it, Per penfa paudium fertur © Sequanos : 
and the Printed Books-Per denfa Paludium, neither of 
which “have more fenfe and clearnefs than the other. 
Htenr. Valefius fo corrects this Paflage , Per Sapaudiam 
fertur & Sequanos, in which there isno difficulty. In the 
22th, Book, there was this Paflage, ut errato obnoxiam De- 
cembris Auroram & ipfe mutavit. Never any one could un- 
deritand thefe words, for what means the Aurora Decem- 
éris? Inthe Manufcripts it was.«t errato obnoxium Decem- 
bris. Aurorem &ipfe mutavit. But Hen. Valefus fince 
the Printing of his Edition of Ammianus hath explain’d 
that obfcure. Paflage in this manner : Ut errate obnoxium 
decem libris. Auri femet ipfe multavit. In whichany one 
that confults him may find good fenfe,and eafily underftand 
the meaning of the Author. 

Hadrianus. Valefas his. Brother, fo. well known by his 
three Volumes of the Hiftory of France, being encourag’d 
by Manufecripts and Favours from Monfieur Colbert, hath 
added the Obfervations and Additions of Lindenbrogius, 
and the various Readings taken from a Manufcript of //o- 
rence, and other Editions, ©. The Life of Ammianus, 
by Chifletius, a Learned Preface added to his Brother’s, and 
2 large Jndex , together with very ancient and curious 
Fragments of an. unknown Author concerning Conftan- 
rius Chlorus, Conftantin the Great, Odoacer, Theodoric , 
with his ownNotesupon them, In which thereare many 
Remarks and Corrections of Ammianus. For example, in 
the 14th Book, where we read, Et licet Feminas multas 
Jpetlare cirratas, quibus, fi nupfifent, per atatem ter jam 
nixus poterat fuppetere liberorum. Which he hath thus 
corrected, .... jam nidus poterat fuppetere liberorum ;.and 
befides ‘others. there is-one very curious and learned Dif 
eourfe de Hebdomo.. 


Pitheus 





— el fat onl age Sais < 
rene. ~ - =. - ae : 


{2729 
Pithaus and Chifletius would perfwadethe World that 
Ammianus was a Chriftian, though Valefas with very good 
reafon is of a contrary Opinion. And it would be as dif- 
ficult for them to prove that he was of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, as for alate Englifb Author that Fulian was kill'd 
by one of his own Soldiers, and hea Chriftian. 





Fromthe fournal des Scavans, fet forth April 27. 1682. 


L’ Art de Prefcher par M. Gilles du Port Preftre Protono- 
taire Apoft. © Docteur en Droit civil © canon. In 12. 
aParis. 1682. 


Lthough Preachzxg rather depends on Natural Ta- 
lents, thanonany Rules of Art, yet as thefe may 

be of great ufe for the improving the Talents which we 
have receiv’d from Nature, the greateft Dodors of the 
Church have left in their Works feveral Rules for the inftru- 
éion of thofe who are employ’din this Sacred Miniftry. 
‘Our Author here makes Pe all that he has gather’d 


together upon this Subject. ‘He divides his whole Work 
oe five Books, wherein we may fee all thefe Rules in par- 
ticular. 





From the Fournal des Scavans, fet forth Fuly, the 20th. 
N. S. 1682. 


Mizaldus Redivivus G Auwctus, vel Centuria XII. Arca- 
norum memorabilium, Norimberge. Jn 12. 


ch Secrets have been already made publick. Only 
there has been added to this Second Edition fome 
{mall matter to render them more agreeable. 
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